INTO THE SHADOWS
liveliest interest in public affairs he could no longer read or write
letters.
All this time Pitt was bravely struggling along to put his
country in a position to lead the struggle against Napoleon. He
was still convinced that a coalition, which was truly representative
of all parties, was the surest way to success at home and abroad;
and once again he ventured to broach the subject of Fox's admis-
sion to the Government to the King. In the summer he travelled
to Weymouth to state his case; but he found George as deter-
mined as ever not to admit' that man ' into the ministerial circle.
The King had already stated that he would risk a civil war sooner
than give way on the question; and Pitt, realizing that pressure
on his royal master would only result in another mental break-
down, withdrew gready disappointed to Town.
Pitt was then a very sick man.   His health had never been
robust, and towards the end of 1804 his friends saw that the
strain of public service was telling seriously upon him.   His
doctors urged him to rest as much as possible, and to go to Bath
to take the waters.   But how could he rest when Europe was
crying out for leadership against the newly styled Emperor of
the French?   Great Britain had a duty to Europe, and it was
Pitt's business to see that this duty was loyally and effectively
performed.   He was resolved to bring Napoleon down from the
dizzy heights to which his boundless ambition had driven him,
and to restore once again the old equilibrium of power in Europe.
Now and again he snatched a few brief days to do as the doctors
bade him and go to Bath; but it was too late to check the disease
which was eventually to kill him.  In 1805 it was Pitt's misfortune
to experience a great sorrow: he had to stand by and watch a
cunningly-planned attack successfully delivered against the honour
of an old friend—Melville [Dundasj.   Melville was charged with
having appropriated to his own use Admiralty funds. Pitt was con-
vinced that the charges were groundless, but he was nevertheless
compelled to agree to the appointment of a committee df inquiry
into Melville's conduct at the Admiralty.   It was Addington [as
Viscount Sidmouth he had recently joined the Government as
Lord President of the Council], who drove Pitt to this decision:
he had threatened to resign unless the charges against Melville
were thoroughly investigated. When the Speaker gave his casting
vote for the motion of censure great tears trickled down Pitt's
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